 A

Broad Categories




AU – meaning of answer unclear, sometimes due to language problems

Question 2 and 3


RT  – likes round tables

DRT – doesn’t like round tables

RM – dislikes rough finish of aluminium

TBL– top back leg uncomfortable

NTS – not their style 

MS – massive size of table

SD – surface decoration: inlay or/and carved lines

WM – wool mats, very complementary to table

TMA – too much aluminium in chairs

CM – combination of materials

IC – reminiscent of the old Icelandic chairs the farmers used

DE – likes the design / design details

MA – likes the use of materials

AP – aesthetically pleasing

OF – the organic form

ST – very stable, strong

UN – its unique, different, eye-catching

HE – too heavy

AL – aluminium cold against legs


OM –likes the use of organic materials

VI – reminiscent of the Viking traditions

US – using the shapes of the past

SC – shape of chair

QU – high quality is apparent

W – likes the wood

R – the roughness

DY – looks very dynamic

LCW – likes the light colour wood, Scandinavian style

C – chairs comfortable to sit in


LE – table legs out of the way of anyone sitting

IN –doesn’t like inlay

TS – likes smoothness of table surface, nice to feel

OB – unobtrusive

CE – looks celtic

STR – the structure

BS – likes the boat shapes

CO – concept good: transferring skills, Northern European connection 

TM – traditional but modernistic too

AV – just looks like an average table and chair

HLE – likes the heavy table legs

SI – likes the size of the table

SOC – focal point for socialising

DLC – don’t like the chair very much

SH – likes the shapes

SIM – likes its simplicity

H – good height

CON – connections no good

Question 5 

SD – like the simple & interesting design

RM – dislikes rough finish of aluminium

LCW – likes light colour of wood

MWF – Likes massive wood furniture

LI – likes it/ it would be appreciated / provide good atmosphere

RT – likes round tables, some mentioned its good for conversation

NM – likes natural materials

AR – its artistic

UN – its unique, different

HE – too heavy

TBL – top back leg uncomfortable

W – likes the wood

SO – looks very solid, long lasting

MY – will make a table myself instead

BI – too big

FI – style would fit rest of house

OB – unobtrusive

NF – style would not fit to the rest of the house

AL – aluminium cold on the back of the legs

RC – reservations with the chair

CH –chair size good, fit under table well, small 

DAL – dislike aluminium in general, or its use in one or more parts of the furniture

C – don’t look comfortable (some add ‘even though they are’)

DIN – dislike inlay

QU – the quality, craftsmanship 

DD – dislike design

Question 7

Ex – at exhibitions

SS – specialist shops

FS – furniture shop

DO – design orientated galleries and shops

T – touching & seeing the product is important when buying furniture

PS – personal sales

RA – retail apartments

IN/E-bay – through the internet, some specified e-bay

VI – market the Viking element

PA – to find partners to work with eg architects, in a bigger concept

SM – specialist magazines

IM – international market

CO – very suitable for a conference table or for corporate use

GC – garden centres

Question 13

BS – boat shape

LCW – light colour of wood

WO – use of wool

W – use of wood, quality of wood 

A – use of aluminium not very Nordic or Icelandic

DM – by the design and materials

SM –simple design

SO – looks solid 

SW – sword shape visible in aluminium pieces

SH – by the shapes

CM – combination of materials

CL – carved lines

FA – looks like you can see the farming in the chair

VI – reminiscent of Vikings, some say seat of chair looks like a Viking shield/ helmet

AL– by the shape of the aluminium pieces

SI – by its large size

PP – pictish patterns / runic patterns on top / celtic patterns

TB – by the curves in the table brackets

SC – by the shape of the chairs

TE – techniques used

LE – angle of table legs

SD – surface decoration

OM – organic materials

C – comfortable

IN – by the inlay


FLK – too ‘folky’, too literally expressive of Nordic culture

MED – medieval feeling, but modern too

Question 15

F – felting/ wool work

VS – viking ship shape, link to Vikings, boat building

WW – wood work

C  - carving

SC – shape of chair

IN – inlay of metal

SW – aluminium in chairs reminiscent of swords

CM – combination of materials

SH – seat like a Viking shield

HE – top of back leg like a Viking helmet

CE – celtic crafts

CA – metal casting

AE – architectural elements

SI – simple design

TB – table brackets

QU – the high quality

BS - blacksmith

Question 22

RM –  rough metal finish

LCW – light colour of wood

DM – depends on what it makes

AP – aesthetically pleasing

PO – political reasons

TM – traditional material, familiar material, local

UN – unecological, poisonous

NT – nice texture, warm, soft

OM – organic material

LL - long lasting, strong, quality material

L - light 

DW – not good for dishwasher, cleaning

FA – it keeps in fashion

CL – clean and minimalistic

VM – very versatile material, not seen material used in this way

ME – not keen on any metal

PR – easy to clean, practical

Al – aluminium cold, some give specific example eg. against legs

IN – aluminium inlay is attractive

CM – combines with the other materials well

T – good to touch

M - material is very good to work with

D – it’s a different material, interesting

HA – too hairy, messy, itchy

HL – heavy looking

NO – Nordic looking

GR – the grain

MM – modern material, not associated with hand-crafts

EC – material easily available, should use it for economic reasons

DRM – dislikes rough metal finish, some specify example on chair

SH – shiny

TO – not nice to touch

FU – too functional a material

GRO – doesn’t grow very quickly

SF – surface finish

RE – reused easily

UF – unfamiliar with it

Question 24

CD – classical design, not old but clean lines and solid

SC – shape of chair 

APP - Oak & wool trad materials, but approach very modern, as is conscience of old crafts

CM – combination of materials modern

RM – rough metal finish, not polished, is modern

HD – heavy design is old fashioned, but use of aluminium gives modern look

SD – surface decoration makes it look modern

IN – looks innovative, contemporary

QU – good quality

SH – because of the round shapes, curves

LCW – light colour wood is modern

OR – seat back like the Orkney chair

TR – looks modern but can see traditional elements in it

SI – minimal individual components, simple

ST – design is in the structure, not in cheap attachments, structure clearly evident

CO – design concept

MA – the way its made

TA – table looks traditional, apart from the underneath which looks modern

CU – curves look old

AF – too referential to archaic forms

VI – viking look

Question 26

SB – give people sense of belonging

UP – creates a unique product made by an individual, personal touch

CI – its part of our cultural identity, our history

WR – makes the world richer, giving it more depth

TL – these techniques, arts and design traditions will be lost otherwise

CO – its gives a communication with the materials, connection to nature, the past

KN – Important not to lose the original basic knowledge which is continually built on

LE - Can often learn something new from the traditional techniques, make innovations from them

DI – to enable somewhere to have a diverse industry

PL – everything would be plastic/ mass-produced otherwise

SS – can share skills with other people from other countries

QU – gives a high quality product

LO – the old designs, crafts look fantastic

Question 28

CE – combination of efforts

WG – wool is a good example

SW – sword shape under table

BS – boat shape on chair

CL – use of lines traditionally invisible in Viking craft work

OA – by the overral appearance of it

ST – shows that starting from a traditional way you can get a functional, modern piece of furnitiure

CM – by the combination of materials


W – shows you can still use wood, and we don’t need plastic

CR – recognition of the traditional crafts in the product

LW – use of wood in a light way

QU – results in good quality pieces of furniture

SB – steam bended wood new way to connect

FO – forms from past used

CO – contemporary design

CON – clearly evident forms and construction

MA – the way its made

SCR – screws made to look like boat rivets

UN – its unique

DC – design of chair

FT – by the finishing touches

REF – too literal a transfer of references inappropriately mixed

Question 29

BS – boat shape

W – wood / wood work

TS – table surface

TB – table brackets

RT – likes round tables

BL – back leg

WO – wool

SD – surface decoration

FO – the forms and shapes, balance of it, sculptural look

CM – combination of materials

SO – its solidity

SI -  size

CB – curved back, shape of arms

MA – the way its made

AL – look of the aluminium

HE - design reminiscent of medieval times, like an upside down helmet

THL – three legs

C – comfortable to sit on /at

S – its simplicity

QU – the high quality

SL – the way the chairs slide under the table is very neat

LE – legs not in the way of anyone whilst sitting

TL – table legs

AC – aluminium on chair

SE – chair seat made from boards

RI – rivets between the chair back and arm

GR – exposure of grain of wood

LCW – light colour of wood

IN – aluminium inlay

DL – don’t like it

SS – seat shape

STR – its structure

Question 30

FT – forms fit together well to give good overral product 

AP – aesthetically pleasing

P – practical– everyone visible at table

TM – traditional material

D – its different, gives character

SO – solid, last for ever

CM – combination of materials 

C – comfortable to sit on/at

BS – reminiscent of boats/ships

CO – contrast is good

MA – makes you think about how it was made

CE – reminiscent of celtic designs

NO – evokes Nordic culture

FA – family sized table

T – nice to touch

V – versatile, could be used for many different sorts of occasions (takeaway to Xmas dinner)

COM – compliment table well

SL – chairs slides under table well

AR – likes the idea of having a marked out area for each person

NU – can not understand it, not a well considered pattern, has no meaning to me

TL – table legs have traditional structure and top is modern looking

H – good height

Question 31

MF – metal finish

TBL – top of back leg

CW – colour of wool

CL - carved lines

CA – chair arms

AL – aluminium pieces (appearance or coldness of metal)

ISD – make the screws/studding on the chair not visible / flat

ME – make it more elegant, so proportions more aesthetically pleasing

TS – table shape

SF – seat frame too heavy with too much aluminium

DM – use a different metal to aluminium

IR – change aluminium to iron

SI – the size

TH – thicker mat


SD – surface decoration

BA – chair back

CS – chair seat

LE – legs

WO – the wool mats

IN – aluminium inlay

CP – add centrepiece to table

C – make it more comfortable

TB – table bracket

H - height

Question 32

PM -  polish metal

SI – the size, table would have to be smaller to fit into the house, for a modern family

SB – soften the back, some suggest using a soft wool pad as cushioning 

CL – cut off top of back leg

CCW – change colour of wool

HB – Higher back: either use a second wooden piece round back, or use a wider piece

CW – change to wood

AS – offer alternative shapes which could be more modern

RI – remove aluminium inlay

HE – add animal head to top of back leg looking backwards

N – use nails

RO – round corners of arms off

RSD – remove surface decoration: inlay and carved lines

JO – joint of chair arm to back looks unfinished, could be rounded off to the inside

NA – table top looks massive, edge could be narrower so it didn’t appear so big

TH – like it thicker

TB – aluminium table brackets look too big

CI – add circle to the centre of the table

HO – hollow seat out

CA – make more of a feature of the carved lines

IN – cover with aluminium inlay

LS – give more shape to the legs, instead of them being square / make more elegant

WO – have larger wool mat so it covered cold aluminium at front of seat edge

BL – curve top of back leg further back so not sticking into people’s backs, /so transition change to  top of back leg is smoother

TM – replace with more traditional material

INT – see wool more integrated, it could sit in indents in surface of table

IRR – make the decoration irregular, loose the repetition in it

RE – put radius edge on legs to soften edges, as on table edge

WBL – make the back leg wooden, instead of aluminium

CS – make chair seat from one single piece of wood

WIN – make inlay from wood, (darker wood)

CU – make less curved

RWO – remove wool mats

LO – make a long version of the table. (mats would have to be more rectangular)

CSW – use wood round the edge of the chair seat, aluminium too cold

WM – wool mat should fit accurately

ARM – would add an arm rest on top of wooden arm

H – make it higher

EX – possibly make it extendable

WP – use wooden pegs or screws

Method of  making abbreviations; 
Answers which do not say something particular eg, What part of the table design do you like the most?  Answer: The whole design, have been recorded with a ‘/’ 


Q8 How much do you think a table and a chair would cost?

First category recorded as ‘1’, second category recorded as ‘2’ etc. If answer given is less than minimum amount in first category, this was recorded as ´0´. If answer given more than maximum in last category, this recorded as the 

Q11 Are you familiar with Nordic culture? Recorded ‘yes’ even if only familiar with Icelandic culture.

Q31 What part of the table and chairs design would you change? If reply was that they would have to think about it, it was recorded as ‘dk’ or ‘/’.

